
Determining Misdemeanor v. Ordinance 
 
 
Accessing the Virginia Judicial System Case Status & Information 
 
• Access the Virginia Judicial System at  

http://www.courts.state.va.us/ 
 

 
 
 
 

• In the red column to the left  roll your mouse over the ‘Case Status and Information’, 
then ‘General District Court’  and click on ‘Case Information’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Accessing the Virginia Judicial System Case Status & Information continued 
 
 
• Use the drop-down arrow to select the court you would like to view and in ‘Search 

Term’ enter the Case Number. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
• When searching by Case Number be sure to choose the Case Number option in the 

‘Search Type’ section. 
• If the case number is unavailable you may also search by an offender’s name. 
• When entering a case number be sure to enter it exactly as it is shown on the 

disposition, including hyphens.   
• Once the court and case number have been entered, click on the ‘Search’  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Accessing the Virginia Judicial System Case Status & Information continued 
 
 
• This will access the Criminal Case Details Page. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
• To determine if the charge is a state misdemeanor or a local ordinance find the box in 

the upper right hand corner marked ‘Locality’.  If this box indicates 
COMMONWEALTH OF VA the charge should be coded in LIDS as a misdemeanor.  All 
other locality names are to be coded as Local Ordinances.. 

 
 

 
 


